
Minutes 

Crook County Natural Resources Committee 

January 10, 2024 

Committee Members Present: Bill McCormack, Frank Porfily, Mike Lunn, Tim Deboodt, Kim Vogel, 

Steve McGuire, Lynne Breese, Cliff Kiser, Melinda Kestler, Casey Kaiser, Andy Gallagher, Calista Songstad 

Members Absent: Guests Present: Shane Jeffries (FS), Eric Klann (City of Prineville), Susan Hermrick 

(County County Commissioner) 

Public Present: John Breese, Eric Newell, Jodie Barram 

Meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m. by Chair Steve McGuire @ COCC Crook County Open Campus 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Minutes: Bill McCormack moved to approve the minutes of the December 13, 2023 meeting as 

presented. Frank Porfily seconded. Motion passed. 

New Committee Member Calista Songstad was introduced to the Committee. She along with 

Committee members Steve McGuire, Lynne Breese and Frank Profily were appointed to a 4 year term by 

the County Court on January 3rd
, 2024. 

Agency Reports: Shane Jeffries, Forest Supervisor, Ochoco National Forest provided the FS update. 

Handout included. Shane returned to the Ochoco NF back in November. He had been on a Region 4 

assignment as the acting regional Deputy Forester. The Forest continues to gear up for the 

implementation of the Wildfire Strategy. The Grasslands (along with the entire Deschutes National 

Forest) is part of a selected, 21 landscapes to prioritize, address and make an impact on wildfire risk. 

The grasslands presents a unique challenge with a very large number boundary (miles) with other land 

ownerships. The FS is working on coordination strategies with these adjoining landownerships as they 

address the wildfire risks and implement restoration opportunities. 

Region 6 has a new Regional Forester, Jacque Buchanan, effective January 14, 2024. She comes to the 

PNW from Colorado where she was working in Region 2. She has a strong background in fire 

management. 

Since the Dispatch Center has moved to the Redmond Air Center, the FS has been working on creating a 

Rappel Center at the Prineville Airport. The FS has also been working on improving the facilities at the 

FS compound located on Lamonta. FS has received the go-ahead to construct new buildings there to 

deal with workforce needs. Design of the project is 90% complete, with construction to begin once 

budget authorization has been received. 

35 acres of treatment has been completed at Walton Lake. This project is dealing with the root-rot issue 

there and public safety issues. Increasing costs of project implementation have limited how much work 

can be done now. As additional funding is secured, additional work will be done there. 





Kim Vogel asked about the Mill Creek Vegetation Project. Shane indicated that any decision was on hold 

until all the new policy directions came out. Shane did say that there would be some additional public 

outreach, specific to adjoining land ownership to explore opportunities for complementary work across 

ownerships. 

Mike Lunn asked about the Bio-char project that had been started in Grant County. No one had any 

current information. 

Public Comment: 

John Breese asked about the historic buildings on the FS Lamonta site and would they remain? Shane 

said they will all be kept and that the project is for new construction. 

Jodie Barram, Central Oregon Living with Fire reported that Deschutes County Commissioners were also 

in support of the City of Prineville's PREP (biomass) project. The Steering Committee of the Living with 

Fire program will be seeking Jefferson County support as well. 

Tim reminded the group that the February meeting will include election of Chair and Vice-Chair 

positions (1 year terms). Also, trying to get a representative from USFWS to talk about the pending draft 

management plan for wolves, expected to be released to the public on Feb. 2, 2024. 

Kim moved to adjourn. Cliff seconded. Motion passed. Meeting was adjourned at 3:10 p.m. 












