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Crook County
o Community Development
Dear County Commissioners,

I am writing again to express my strong opposition to the proposed expansion of the Greenbar
mine into our residential neighborhood in Cimarron Hills. As a resident, | am deeply concerned
about the negative impact this expansion would have on our community's quality of life, health,
and environmental well-being.

The expansion of mining operations into residential areas brings a range of significant concerns,
including:

1. Health Risks and Air Quality: The dust and particulate matter generated by mining
operations pose serious health risks to nearby residents. Prolonged exposure to these
pollutants can lead to respiratory issues, particularly for children and the elderly, who are more
vulnerable to these conditions. Expanding the mine closer to our homes would only increase our
exposure and heighten the risk of health issues among our families, as per the testimony of
Jennifer Mitchael and her family's health issues. Expanding the rock pit closer to residential
homes will only intensify dust and air quality complaints. Currently, my residence is some
distance from the current mine. There are many trees between the mine and my house. But with
the expansion the mine will share my property line and be within hundreds of feet from my
house, in which | can ensure there will be dust issues. Tanner Brown promises to keep dust
down by using his shared residential well, which he stated in the last hearing he can draw
15,000 gallons of water per day off of. While | would love for the dust mitigation to be under
control | also have concerns of him drawing that much water per day off of our local aquifer.

2. Noise Pollution and Quality of Life: The constant noise from machinery, blasting, and
heavy truck traffic would disrupt the peaceful environment we currently enjoy. This noise
pollution does not align with the characteristics of a residential neighborhood and would greatly
affect the daily lives and mental well-being of residents. Particularly residents with PTSD,
anxiety and other various mental illnesses, not to mention pets. Many of the neighbors closest
to the mine have documented medical conditions that blasting would affect. Again, we know we
purchased property near a mine, but this would bring the distant blasting into our backyards,
having a much more profound effect.

3. Impact on Property Values: The presence of a mine close to residential properties can
significantly lower property values, making it difficult for homeowners to sell their properties at a
fair price or recoup their investments. This would have long-term economic impacts on families
and undermine the stability of our community. As previous testimony from several neighbors has
already stated. But even more so when our house has cracks in the foundation and we need an
extensive water treatment system for contaminants.



4. Environmental Concerns: Mining operations pose serious risks to local ecosystems,
groundwater quality, and wildlife habitats. As responsible stewards of our community and
environment, it is imperative that we protect these natural resources from potential
contamination and destruction. We are particularly concerned about the impact this expansion
could have on our basalt wells, which are a primary source of drinking water for many residents.
Mining activities have the potential to disrupt underground water flow, lower water tables, and
contaminate groundwater, putting the reliability and safety of our wells at risk. Protecting our
water resources is essential to the health and sustainability of our community. Attached is our
well log. ANY blasting could result in cracks in our wells. Allowing contaminants or worse, well
collapse. Our static water level is only 40' deep. Inciting serious concern when blasting will take
place through that depth into much deeper levels. Aquifer depletion would have devastating,
long-term effects on our community's sustainability and access to clean water.

5. Right to Protect Our Homes Without Legal Burden: The residents of Cimarron Hills and
surrounding areas should not have to hire attorneys or engage in costly legal battles simply to
protect our homes, health, and quality of life. We trust our local government to uphold zoning
laws and prioritize the well-being of residents over industrial interests. It is not fair to place the
burden of defense on individual homeowners, many of whom may lack the resources to
challenge companies. We ask that you support us by denying this expansion and sparing
residents the financial and emotional toll of seeking legal recourse.

We recognize that mining plays a role in the economy, but this role should not come at the
expense of the health, safety, and quality of life of county residents. | urge you to reconsider the
approval of this mine expansion and prioritize the well-being of our community over industrial
interests.

Thank you for considering the concerns of residents who will be directly impacted by this
decision. | am hopeful that you will act in the best interest of Crook County's families,
environment, and future by rejecting the proposed expansion.

Sincerely,

Adam & Shauna Schmidlin
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